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Opera
Teseo
Theatre Royal,

Bury St Edmunds
LB & Bl

Robert Thicknesse

THE sweet old Theatre Royal
in Bury St Edmunds has plans

:l-u:tupﬂl—huhbrrmst

to marry her to

avour of one Ag-

ilea HI'I'I.II‘I"'_’(, Agilea and
are in love.

Too many laughs in Handel
usually mean a failure to take
the drama scriously, and Te-
se0 has not previously been
known as a comedy. From the
moment Agilea faints at the

appearance of a Greek soldier,
we know we are in Emma
Hamilton-land of attitudes
and swoons, a jovial subver-
sion of gesture and conven-
tion; but it is not overdone,
and only Johnny Maldonado's
grandly camp Aegeus is really
played for fun. Theseus s]-:-p-:-s
on in ankle-length duster,
¥y beard and -
hair — and tumns out to be the
countertenor Jacek

Laszczkowski, an extraordi-
nary, small voice of amazing
focus and beauty.

Despite its attractive periph-

eries, notahly a Monteverdian
pair of subsidiary, semi-comic

I-mfm the thing doesn't catch
fire till the appearance of
black-clad Medea (Cédile van
de Sant), with a Mac-
beth-type bloodstain
The modest theatrical effects
— lighting, prancing demons
— are reserved for her,
the jokey staging un-
ﬂm@m“ﬂ her menace.
Sharon Rostorf-Zamir is the
strongest volce as Agilea, and
two anas — the sweet Vient
Imw
tute farewell, Am
arti i vorrei — are timestop-
ping moments of real Hmdel.
cted Eull uﬂgzngrlff l:?éhm
du W atsch-
net, is a wonder of discipline
and varied textures, understat-
ing the drama but astonishing-
ly delicate and beautiful in the
intimate moments. Vocally
the show is more uneven, but
it's an attractive effort, done
with wit and style if no great

depth.
At the Britten Theatre,

London SW7, tonight 7.30pm
Box office: 01284 ?69505



